Alternating chemotherapy in advanced gastric cancer. A phase II study.
A phase II study with an alternating chemotherapeutic scheme, in advanced gastric cancer was conducted. Twenty-two patients were treated with cisplatin and mitomycin C on day 1 and BCNU and doxorubicin on day 28. Tegafur p.o. was given daily from the start to the end of chemotherapy. This scheme was repeated every four weeks. Response rate was 25% (2 complete and 3 partial). However, remissions were short lived, and median survival for the entire group was 7 months. Haematological and gastrointestinal toxicities were severe. In conclusion, the low response rate and the high toxicity of this regimen preclude its use for the treatment of gastric cancer.